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son Guns, the history of the Simson family and the Simson Company.
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by Robert Cadek

unday, the 9th of

February, 1936: On this
day, five people escape from
the Third Reich to the safety
of Switzerland. One of them:
the Jewish manufacturer,
Arthur Simson from Suhl.

The escape of the Simsons
meant the end of the
centuries-old connection of
this name with the
gunmaking center in the
Thuringia Mountains.
Since near the end of the
18th century, the family,
mostly cattle dealers,
lived in the vicinity of
Suhl.

The Prussian law of
July 1847 gave Jews
(which the Simsons
were) nearly equal
rights as citizens.
From that time on,
they were allowed
to live wherever
they chose,
acquire real
estate, establish
businesses and
become entre-
preneurs.
Having
become well-
to-do as a

There is no

cattle dealer and financier,
Lob Simson (born in 1806)
took advantage of the new
laws. Together with his
younger brother, Moses, he
acquired an interest in two
Suhl iron forges. Two years
later, they jointly founded
the Simson Company—at the
time, a daring venture—
because iron processing had
stagnated in south
Thuringia. The competition
from the ironworks in
Rheinland-Westfalen proved
too powerful; the last Suhl
iron works closed in 1860.

But the Simsons did not give
up. Already in 1857 they
specialized in the making of
parts for the regional gun
factories. Five years later,
they registered as “Bayonet
and Ramrod Makers
Gebruder Simson.”

After the early death of Lob
Simson in 1862, Moses took
over the management of the
company and introduced the
latest technology. But, the
huge profits on gun exports
to Italy, Russia, the USA and
other small German states
were made by the prominent
gun factories in Suhl. Soon
Moses Simson was not
satisfied to be a supplier
only. He found the time right
to manufacture his own
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way back...

... a major chapter of German gunmaking is now coming
to an end in an industrial park ripe for demolition... the
Simson works in Suhl, founded in 1856.

guns and to also benefit
from the lucrative army
orders.

Together with the gun
specialist and mechanic Karl
Luck, he founded the
“Gewehrfabrik Simson and
Luck” in 1863. Business
success soon followed. At
the end of the German-
Austrian War in 1866, the
factory reworked many
captured Austrian Lorenz
infantry rifles M54 with the
“Dreyse Zuendnadel
system.” An order from the
Netherlands for military
rifles followed.

After the death of Moses
Simson in 1868, his widow ,
Luise, together with Karl
Luck, managed the
company. During the
German-French War in 1870-
71, all gunmakers in Suhl
received many orders from
the government. The elderly
Frau Simson was supported
by her two oldest sons,
Moses and Gerson. The
company made good money
during the war, but also paid
a price in blood: the third-
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oldest son, Leopold, was
killed near Laonals while
serving as a Prussian Jaeger.

Following the war, meager
times for the gun making
industry in Suhl caused
Gerson Simson to write to
the king and ask for work for
the region. As his father
before him, he refused to
give up and scouted around
for less crisis-prone markets.
Thus Gerson bought a
former porcelain factory
which he used to produce
bicycles in 1896. After
his death, his sons Max,
Leonhard and Arthur
even ventured into
manufacturing
automobiles.

But neither father
nor son forgot the
roots of their
company—gun
making. After
Karl Luck left
the company
in 1884, the
name was
changed to
“Simson
and Co."

Management always made
sure that the machines were
of the latest technological
development, making it
possible to replace hand
labor with more economical
machine work.

Up to 1890, the popularity of
carbines brought the
company lucrative orders
from the army for
“Kommissions
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gewehr 88" and the
“Reichsrevolver.” After their
French enemy introduced
smokeless powder to replace
black powder, together with
the Lebel M1886, the
German Reich had some
catching-up to do. The
equipment required by the
military was supplied by the
arms factories in Spandau,
Erfurt, Danzig and Amberg,
all managed by the war
ministry and additionally by
the Mauser-Werke, which
became part of the DWM
conglomerate. To forestall
impending bankruptcy,
Simson began to produce
swords, bayonets and
sheaths, as well as luxury
and hunting guns.

Lt =]

Photos by Robert Cadek, Michael Schippers, VISIER-Archiv




October 1919 the Reichs-
wehr (army) conducted a
house-to-house search and
repossessed the guns.

-.-l"'.-.-.
‘ The Simson villa was built above
. the town on the Domberg in 1912

by the Berlin architect Professor
Hermann Muthesius. During DDR
times, it was occupied by

When it came to the testing
of materials, Simson rode the
cutting edge. The precision
sight equipment for artillery,
which Simson produced near
the end of the century, had
practically no competition in
the market. Out of this came
a working relationship with
Krupp in Essen, at the time
by far the most important
maker of cannons. In
cooperation with Zeiss in
Jena, they developed the
optical component.

With the beginning of WWI,
the need for arms jumped
astronomically. By 1916, rifle
production had quadrupled.
Beginning in 1917, Simson
also made machine gun
parts, later used by Mauser
for the tank rifle. When
Hugo Schmeisser designed
his Machine Pistol 18 for the

Theodor Bergmann gun
factory in Suhl, Simson
manufactured some of the
parts.

Besides weapons, the
company supplied the
Kaiserreich with airplane
motors, vehicles, telegraph
equipment, aiming devices
for artillery and edged
weapons. Management
struggled constantly with
personnel shortages, since
the army had drafted the
skilled craftsmen. They
replaced them with

The GermanReichs or Kommissions

Revolver. In 1879 Simson participated in
making these for the army. The improved
1883 is shown.

Vietnamese guest workers.

After reunification, it was given

back to the family and served
as a hotel, but is now being
converted to apartments.

untrained workers, many of

them women, who now
worked on machines and

guns—ijobs previously done

by men.

Suhl and

escape

totally voluntarily did the
company management
contribute one million
Reichmarks to the worker's

committee in Suhl-Heinrichs

for the support of suffering
workers. In all the
upheavals, the labor force

armed itself with guns from

the Simson warehouse. In

After the war,
vicinity did not

revolutionary
upheavals. Not

But the company quickly
recovered from this
tumultuous time and started
to produce bicycles and
household utensils. Gun-
making began again, even if
haltingly. Starting in 1924
the factory once again
produced cars, but soon
thereafter, changed trade
laws allowed cheaper
foreign imports of cars and
guns. Sales declined.

In the midst of this
predicament, the Simson
brothers pulled off a coup:
The Versailles Treaty at the
cessation of WWI set narrow

limits for the German army
and its armaments. Just one
company was allowed to
produce military arms. After
long negotiations with the
Allied Control Commission,
the Simson brothers won
this monopoly in 1920.
However, some members of
the family opposed the
contract. The death of
brother-in-law Leopold and
the millions who had lost
their lives in the war
weighed heavily on Jeanette
Simson, widow of Gersen
and senior partner in the
company.

Despite misgivings, the
Simsons proceeded with the



contract ( larger companies
such as Mauser and DWM
had showed no interest,
because of potentially small
contracts due to arms
limitations imposed by the
Treaty). Success followed.
When a prominent officer
lost his life due to a stray
bullet, the military decided
to replace all machine gun
barrels, which brought an
order of 10,000 barrels to
Suhl. In 1928 the Dryse-MG
13 went into production.
Between 1924 and 1934,

A\

Ready for demolition. After reunification, the
factory buildings further deteriorated.

Simson supplied 68% of all
military orders and the army
supported the company with
favorable loans. Production
capacity in Germany grew
more than the Allies
permitted. This caused envy.

Already during the Weimar
Republic, Nazi Gauleiter
(Governor) Fritz Sauckel, a
fierce hater of Jews,
repeatedly tried to disrupt
the working relationship
between Simson and the
army with fabricated
accusations. Although he

SIMSON & Co.,, SUHLI.THUR.

Fabriken fOr Automobile, Fahrrader, Jagdgewehre, Waffan

feinmechanische Instrumente, Kilelnmaschinen

Zweigniederiassung: Berlin NW 7, Unter den Linden 7576
Farneut 150 B Amd Mharnie PTE0 4 - Dratban e . Bt Barin

The title page of a Simson catalog,

most likely from the 1920s.

did not succeed, he
found support from
competing
companies. After
Hitler's rise to
power, the
Association of
Zella-Mehlis Gun
Manufacturers,

led by Fritz
Walther,
formulated a

letter to Adolf
Hitler in March

of 1933 which
blamed the
recession of the gun
industry on the monopoly of
the Simson Works. But the
Fiiehrer reacted in a
guarded way. The time had
not yet come to openly

luxurious over and
under guns belonged to
the company’s

| trademark. At top, the

engraved gun has the
Kersten lockup (double
Greener). The gun at
bottom has a Greener-
Webley lockup.

challenge
the Allied Control Laws.

In May of 1933 the Nazi
Party appointed Fritz
Sauckel to the post of
“Reichsstatthalter of
Thuringia." This led to the
demise of the Simson
factory, because Sauckel
immediately set to work to
uncover the “misdeeds” of
the Jewish company. An
investigation by the district
attorney commenced,
utilizing thirty accountants.
They were to prove that the
company had cheated the
government and evaded
income taxes. Despite a 14-
month investigation, the
interrogation of 100

Dreyse in
Sommerda developed the light

MG 13 machine gun for the army. Due to
the Treaty of Versailles, only Simson was
allowed to make the guns.



witnesses
and the inspection
of over 50,000 invoices, no
incriminating information
was found.
Nevertheless, Arthur Simson
and four of his leading
employees were indicted for
corruption. On April 14,
1935, Arthur Simson was
jailed in Berlin-Moabit. To
soften up the top man, the
Gestapo also arrested his

The factory fire company in 1912,
dressed up and proud.

nephew and successor, Dr.
Ewald Mayer and his
brother Georg. After seven
months, Arthur Simson was
promised his freedom if he
admitted his guilt and
relinquished all rights to his
company to Fritz Sauckel.
Simson signed, paid a bail
bond and was released.
Knowing that the
confiscation of his company

and his fortune was only the
beginning, he and the
Mayers crossed the border
to Switzerland and
emigrated to the US shortly
thereafter. From that time
on, the day of their escape
was celebrated as a second
birthday. Arthur Simson died
in Los Angeles in 1969 at
the age of 87.

Gauleiter Sauckel, proud of
his “hit against
the
international
Jewish
capitalists,”
declared the
Simson factories
the core
company of the
Wilhelm
Gustloff
Foundation.
When this
leader of the
Nazi Party in
Switzerland
was
assassinated,
the factories
were renamed Berlin-Suhler
Waffen und Fahrzeugwerke,
abbreviated BSW. Some who
did not believe in the “1000
year Reich” predicted by
Hitler, gave BSW the
meaning “Bis Simson
Wiederkommt” (until Simson
returns).

After the confiscation, the
Nazis substantially
increased the production of
war armament. From 1937 to
1944, production increased

from 20 million to 71

Excerpt of company catalogs
from the 20s and 30s. Above,
the VEB-Thaelmann logo.

The stylized pyramids beside the
capital #5” were the trademark
of Simson-Werke/Suhl.

million Reichmarks.
Among other products,
BSW produced five
different anti-aircraft
guns, the machine gun
MG42 and the rocket
launcher “Pueppchen”.

On April 3, 1945, American
troops occupied the
undamaged factories. But
the Potzdam Agreement
made Thuringia part of the
Soviet
occupied zone
,and three
months later
the Red Army
rolled into
Suhl. The
plans were to
completely
raze the
factory, but
the Soviets
limited
themselves to
crating all
modern Deserted are the old factory buildings and
machines and nobody shows an interest in them. Only

shipping the logo in the gate is a reminder of
them to better times.

Russia. BSW

engineer

Alfred remained."”

Albrecht remembers, “Every
day we used up two railroad
cars of lumber for crating.
We removed 4,200 machines.
The Soviets were
particularly proud to have
captured a very recently-
developed automatic
polishing machine for
shotgun barrels. We had to
crate it overnight for
shipment to Tula. The
obsolete machines

Some of the buildings were
dynamited by the Soviets.
What remained was used for
companies producing
bicycles, strollers,
motorcycles and after a
while, hunting guns. A large
part of the goods went to
Russia as reparation.




Nobody even thought of
returning the properties to
the original owners. But the
name Simson was officially
used again in 1952. When
the DDR (German
Democratic Republic) was
founded, most factories
became “Volkseigene
Betriebe" (plants owned by
the people). With
authorization from the
family, small motorcycles
again were sold under the
Simson name. But no guns
were made after 1969. The
production of guns was
combined in the “Ernst
Thaelmann Werke."

After the reunification of
Germany, Dr. Ewald Mayer
hoped to start up gun

making again. He even won
the support of the second-
largest gun company in the
US, Sturm Ruger & Co. The
project failed, however, not
the least because of the
questionable behavior of the
German government agency
set up to encourage native
investors. In addition, the
facilities left from DDR time
lacked the necessary
equipment for the
production of high-grade
hunting guns.

A postcard from 1938 shows the Simson
administration building which the Nazis renamed BSW.

Merkel also belonged to the people-
owned VEB Thaelmann Works. They
survived the reunification.

The Simson family was
partly compensated, but
gave up on gun making.
However, the name remains
well-known to shooters. The
pistol, Simson Match 1911A1
and its ammunition are
products of Jagd-und
Sportwaffen Suhl, maker of
Merkel guns. This proves
that the hundreds- of-years-
old name still has meaning

Simson produced these
11mm Nagant revolvers for
export about 1890. Buyers
were found in Peru,South
America and elsewhere. Gun
supplied by Hartmut Burger
Antique Firearms.

Shortly after reunification,
workers protested against
the plans of the
“Trevhand” and even
occupied the factory.

today.

This article appeared in
the German magazine
“Visier" in 1998. It was
translated into English by
Dietrich Apel.

The gravestone of
Gerson Simson and
those of other family
members can be
found in the Jewish
cemetery in Suhl.
They were
protected as
historic sights in
1982 through the
efforts of artist
and stonemason
Jurgen Conrad.



What we can learn from the Simson Catalog ?

The catalog must have come out before 1924, because a photo of a shoot in Karlsbad in that year is shown.

In reproducing an original Simson catalog we were more concerned with giving you best quality images
than total originality. Although you might not be able to read the German text, the images tell the story.

The Simson story begins in the old water driven hammer works that are shown in some of the

illustrations. The Simson family bought several of these, modernized them, added the making of guns and
expanded them to become the biggest factory in Suhl. Like in most catalogs of the time, the image of the
Simson factory is exaggerated in this catalog from the late 1920s or early 1930s, but it was impressive fac-
tory. Some of the buildings still exist, some in very poor condition, but quite a few were blown up by Rus-
sian troops or razed.

The images of the guns are very detailed and show the great variety of guns Simson made. Every Simson
gun, from the plainest to the fanciest, was very well made.

Some of the guns are listed by model number, others by model names of important shooting events in
Monte Carlo, Wien (Vienna), Zedlitz and Karlsbad, and photos of these events are shown in the catalog.
While the Krieghoff Company in Suhl used only model names, Simson used both names and model num-
bers.

The catalog gives good and detailed information to help a customer make the right choices, and an effort is
made to convince him of the quality of Simson guns by showing the testing equipment, the machinery and
the test report that went out with every gun. This included the rifle target and the shot pattern of the shotgun
barrels. A list of available rifle calibers and bullet weights is also included.

Listings of Simson guns in auction catalogs and other documents are added for interest and show that Iver
Johnson, Abercrombie & Fitch, von Lengerke & Detmold were Simson importers, and the Export Company
“WUM” (Waffen und Munition) included Simson guns in their huge catalog.

We know that Simson also procuced big bore guns for use in Africa and India, and hope to find a catalog of
these guns. If you have additional information about Simson and their guns, please share it with us.

We intentionally stay away from military guns that Simson made, because information about these is avail-
able from other sources.
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Waitfenfabrik
Simson & Co.

ner ,91MS00-Jager-Verschiuss' i vou

alirn nenon Ripplanfverschlassen der cinzige, welcher eine
wirkliche Starkung darstellt, ohne mit Komplikationen oder
amileren XNachicilon vesbundon o sain,

wae D0ppeliachsen oeu I]upualimnhsdlillinﬁa bildet der

Himson-Jiger-Vorachlass® cingbesombers wertvalle Erftndung,
= owell er die Verwendung schwersler Ladungen gesiatier;
e wobe]l das Normalgpewicht der Gewehre nur in wenl:_en
=] Fillin ifibersehritten wird, Nitroladungen bis 2,9 g bej kal,
# mem Mtl. und bis 85 g bei Kol 08 mm Mtl, ovil, poch
— schwerers Ladongen mnd grissere Kaliber.

R EL T ..ﬂilqwmrmiirﬂw-aMIs" TP 1] Gt g &l

g

] Laaf des) :
JSimsco-Tager-Drillings® | ALk

Simson-Jiger- Doppelflintens ab M. 135,—
in einfncher Avsibring:"nb] M. S0, — in felner Ausfihrong,

INostrierta Hroschiie Wher Simson-Jiger-Geowehre®
wird gratis wordandt, "

=% Suhl i, Thur, =

e Pt

—— b — —— LI

e

4390. *SIMSON HEROLD GERMAN MADE DRILLING. Cal. 16X16/9.3X72R. SN
7290. Unusual early hammerless drilling with 26-1/4" bbl cluster with caterpillar front sight, articulated rear sight
> & claw mount bases containing a Gerard 4-1/2X scope with 3-post & dot reticle. Bbls have a Greener crossbolt extension with
unusual dbl side lugs & extractors. It is mounted in nicely figured European walnut with checkered splinter forearm & semi-pis-
tol grip stock with raised :-idc.]w-.uu:]- & cheekpiece, 13-1/2" over a basket weave pressed horn buttplate. It has \]i|_1;_: :i\\'-l\'t']\ on the bbl &
buttstock with a 4-cartridge toe trap. Receiver is very nicely engraved in deep Germanic style with a stag on the left side & racbuck on Ii.u'
right side, all surrounded by fine foliate patterns. Trigger guard & top tang are engraved to match. It has a sliding lever on the top tang for
cocking the rifle hammer & raising the rear sight & it has a Greener's thumb safety on the left side of the wrist. Front rf‘i_'_rj_'ur s set for the
rifle and there is a cocked indicator by the opening lever. CONDITION: Very good to fine. Overall retains about all of a reblued finish to
the metal and a restored finish on the wood. Mechanics are fine, strong bores with good shine & light pitting in the shotgun bbls with some
orange peel pitting in the rifle bore. Optics are fine. 4-56389 JR652 (1,500-2,500)
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WAFFA (?) Double Rifle Drilling

16 Ga./8x57JR/8x57]R, made in Suhl

his double rifle Bock-Drilling with
Tlhu Purdey and Kerstenbolting will
have been sold at the JC. Devine auction
on June 17,

If you visited our website, you will
have known about it and what makes this

gun so unusual. It is not the design, the

calibers or its features, but the name
WAFFA-SUHL on the top rib.

Two serious collectors in Germany
confirmed that this name was used by
the Simson Company in Germany in the
1930s for a short time, probably before
the company was renamed BSW, which
stands for Berlin-Suhl-Waffenwerk.

Why this trademark was chosen is not
known, but could have been an effort by
the family to no longer use the Jewish

name Simson or Simpson.
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Bock-
Doppelflinten

& .
T

Double Barrel
superposed
Shot Guns -

Escopetas de
2 firos, caiones
superpuestos

197

Fuéils 4 2 coups,
canons superposés

Spezial-Taubenllinte | For Pigeon-shooting | Para el tiro al pichén | Pour le tir aux pigeons

No. H731 —H 734

No. |H7 | H732 s | M 5 O AW
= | cixir | cixl Liule aus Hrupp-Stahl, Gatnitur bunt| Krusp-steel barrels, hardened and mar-| Cafiones de acero Krupp, guarnicion| Canons en acler Krupp, garniture trem-
= ¥ | gehirtet. enpgllsche Gravur, System| bled mounting, English engravings,| templada jaspeada, grabadn inglés,| pée-jaspée, gravure anglaise, systéme
Cal 2 % fdnson & Deeley, doppelter Greener-| Anson & Deeley syslem, double Greener| sistema Anson & Decley, doble cierre| Anson & Decley, double ITermeture
al 2 Querrlegel, vorderer P}bzug mit Gelenk,| cross bolt, hinged Iront trigger, inde-| Greener, disparador delantero artl-| Greener et doublé verrou, détente droite
k2 | 3600 | 300 |getellter Nuszleher, Nubholzschalt mit| pendent exiraclors, walnut stock withl culade, extractor separado, culata def articulde, exiracteurs indépendants,
- Pistelgrill, Flschhaut, Sicherung, Sig-| checkered pistol-grip.safety.indicators,| nogal,con pufio pistola labrado, seguro,| crosse pistolet quadrillde noyer, soreté,
§ | 17045 | 171.45- nalstift, rauchlos beschossen. nitra proved. Indicadores, para pdlvora sin humo. indicateurs, pour poudre sans lumée.
No. | H733 | H73 Wie No. 11731, 732 Like No. H 791, 132 Como No. H 7131, 732 Comme No. H 731, 732
7 |clxov | clxta mit geteillem Ejektor wilh independenl ejectars con eyectores scparades avec ¢fecteurs indépendants
Calj 12 | 16|
kg | 3600 | 300
§ | 214,30 | 214,30

No. H 741, 742

Spezial-Taubenlilinte
For Pigeon-shooting
Para el tiro al pichén
Pour le tir aux pigeons

No. |mra uve 5 I M s 0O N
- Laule aus Krupp-Spezial-Stahl (Drol-l Rarrels ol Krupp special steel Three!CafhonesdeaceroKrupp especialimarcalCanons en acier spéclal Krupp sirols
& | clxwe | clyab ring)mit ventillerierLaufschiene,Garnl-] Rings brand, ventilated rib, hardened| «Tres Anillossy), cadon con cinta ventl-| Anneauxs, bande ventilde, garniture
tur bunt gekdrtet, hochieine Gravur mit| andmarbled mounting,richengravings,| lada, puarnicidn templada jaspeada,ltrempde-jaspée, gravures trésriches a
c Jagdsticken,Schiobtelle vergoldet,dop-| gllt pleces, action with double bolt and| grabados !nisimos de escenas de caza,| sujels de chasse, pidces dorées, double
al. 12 16 petter Greener-Querriegel und doppelle| double extension cross bolt, hinged| plezas dorados, doble clerre Qreenery|lermeture Greener ef deux verroux,
Hakenverzieglung, vorderer Abzuy mll| Iront trigger. walnut stock with| dos enganches, disparador delanterodélente drolte artliculde, erosse plstolet
kg 3,600 3,100 | Rechgelenk NuBholzschaft mit Pistolen-| checkered pistol-grip, salety, Indlcators,|articulado culatz de nogal con putie pis-f guadrillée noyer, saretd, indicateurs,
gridl, Fischhaut,Sicherung.Signalwellen,)| independent ejectors. nitro proved. | tolalabrado, segure,indivadores.eyec-|éjecteurs Indépendants, pour poudre
5 405.— | 405.— | rauchlos beschossen, gtetellter Ejektor. lores separadoes, para pdlvorasin humo, sans fumée. .
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Abercrombie & Fitch
Von Lengerke & Detmold
Gun Sales Records

Serial Number Lists, by Make
1901 to 1956

Researching the Abercrombie & Fitch and Von Lengerke & Detmold Sales Records

Griffin & Howe is pleased to be able to make available the sales records of Von Lengerke & Detmold and
Abercrombie & Fitch, two legendary purveyors of sporting arms in the 20th century. The records exist in over sixty
very large ledger books recording sales and inventory between 1901 and 1976. The sales between 1901 and
1929 represent the sales of Von Lengerke & Detmold which was purchased by Abercrombie & Fitch in 1929. The
Abercrombie & Fitch sales and inventory records begin in 1929 and continue through the closing of Abercrombie
& Fitch in 1976. Most of the entries are for ‘new’ sales although several thousand used and consigned sporting
firearms passed through their inventory as well. Most of the ‘new’ sales are grouped by Make and Model and an
inventory of sporting firearms began on February 1st of each year. Griffin & Howe is involved in an ongoing
project to digitally record each page in the record books and index the Makes, Models and Serial Numbers.

To find if your sporting firearm is listed in the records, click on the Make of the sporting firearm in the list below.
Then enter your serial number and model if needed or search the list of complete serial numbers for each make.
Additional makes and serial numbers will be added as the project progresses. If you find that your sporting firearm
is in the records, Griffin & Howe will be happy to verify the model, if applicable, and the date when the sporting
firearm was first-entered into inventory. Please send an email request to research@griffinhowe.com or call

Griffin & Howe at 908-766-2287 during regular business hours.

SIMSON
141423 143826 143828 143831 143833 143834 143835 143840 143842 143844 143845 143846
143852 143856 143867 143873 143887 143888 143800 143895 143897 143915 143916 143926
143968 144019 144029 144071 144085 144103 144204 144206 144651 144657 144661 144672
144673 144677 144678 144680 144689 144690 144693 144704 144710 144717 144721 144725
144728 144731 144735 144739 144743 144744 144774 144793 144808 144812 144814 144826
156002 156007 156008 156011 156013 156018 156020 156055 156057 156069 156070 156071
156072 156074 156081 156083 156122 156262 156299 156320 156330 156331 156355 156366
156360 156373 156381 156383 156384 156388 156395 156417 156446 156449 156452 156494
156496 156499 156502 156540 156541 156564 156572 156598 156600 156601 156606 156684
156691 156697 156738 156851 156852 156861 156866 156867 156899 156910 156921 156965
157038 157058 157071 157077 157095 157097 157098 157115 23838 3073
Used
13571 141442 25566 26451 26803 26831 26835 26854 26855 26881 26022 27056
27622 27776 27982 28749 28829 30587 30751 32312 37056
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The History
of the

Simson Family and Simson Company
1854 to 2003

1847 The Prussian State gives the Jewish people for the

first time basic rights under the law.

1850 Lob and Moses Simson (1908-1968) buy the “Old

Hammer Mill” at a bankruptcy sale. They also have a

clothing and cloth business.

1854 The Simson buy their first hammer mill.

1856 The Gebriuder Simson Company is founded and

acquires shops in Suhl, Hirschbach and Goldlauter.

1856 Simson & Luck, steel and barrel manufacturer,
gets big order for military guns from Holland
(Beaumont rifles) and converts Austrian war
booty guns of 1866 to needle fire, part of an
order of 150,000 M71 rifles.

1884 Luck leaves the partnership.

1893 Simson opens their own laboratory.

1896 Simson & Co begins production of bicycles and
produces military rifles, swords and side arms for
the armys of many countries.

1900 Simson opens a branch in Berlin.

1909 Simson sells the first automobile.

1912 Simson builds a Villa on the Domberg
overlooking Suhl.

1914 World War | begins and the work force grows
to 5,500 employees.

1918 After the end of World War | workers demand
help and Simson distributes 1 million Mark.

1919 Simson is the only company that applied and was
allowed to make military and police guns under
the Treaty of Versailles.

1923 Simson advertises the Simson Supra
Automoblie and baby cartridges.

1924/25 The Simson Supra wins major automobile
races.

1927 First signs of anti-semitism.

1928 Simson donates 1,000 Mark to help people
survive the winter.

1933 Hitler comes to power.

1933 Simson Waffen & Fahrzeug GmbH uses the
trade mark Waffa, has its own laboratories for
physical, chemical and metalurgical testing.

1934 The company name is changed to BSW, Berlin
Suhler Waffenwerke Simson & Co. K.G.

They produve the following guns:

BSW over and under shotguns.

BSW pigeon guns.

BSW-Astora, Side-by-side shotguns, double

rifles and combination guns.

BSW carbines in calibers 6 mm and 9 mm.

BSW 22 LR rifles.

BSW competition target rifles.

BSW guns for foreign hunting conditions,

especially for Africa.

1935/36 The Nazi Government confiscates all Simson
properties and combines them with other factories under
the name Gustloff Foundation or Gustloff Works.
1936 The Simson family escapes to Switzerland.
1938 “Kristallnacht”, the Syngoge insuhl is set on fire.
1939 World War 11 begins, the company employs 4500
people and grew to 6000 people during the war. The fac-
tory made military guns and airplane components.
1945 World War 11 ends, American troops occupy Suhl
on April 3, 1945 but leave after three months. Russian
troops arrive the next day.
1945 DDR (Deutsche Democratische Republic) is
founded under a Communist Government.
1946 All major factories in Suhl are combined under the
name SAG Company (Soviet Aktien Gesellschaft),
owned by the Russian Government, making bicycles and
machines for Russia.
1947 Using the Simson name the following Gun Mod-
els were made: 35/70, 73, 74, 74E, 76, 76E, 235, 329E
and Monte Carlo.
1990 The iron curtain comes down and Germany is re-
united.
1993 All Government owned gun companies come under
the care of the “Treuhand”, a government agency that
tries to find buyers that will continue thecompanies.
1994 The offer by the Simsons and the Ruger Company
in the USA are turned down.
The Simson name was used on motorcycles for a few
more years.
An auditorium in the Suhl convention center still carries
the Simson name. Some of the original Simson factory
buildings were blown up by Russian troops, many others
fell into disrepair, and others are still used in an industrial
park.
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Suhl - located in Thuringia called the green heart of Germany because of its central location and its forests
and mountains. This location offered iron deposits, waterpower and an abundance of wood. Iron hammers
were first mentioned in 1437 and the gun makers formed their first Guild in 1563. The history of Suhl is
closely tied to the wars that brought gun orders as well as destruction by two major fires. Craftsmen from
Liege in Belgium and from Nirnberg brought the art of gun making to Suhl.

Suhl was on the leading edge of the industrial revolution and, as in the U.S. and other countries gun
makers had a major hand in developing the technology that led to modern production methods and the abil-
ity to hold very close tolerances for fully interchangeable components.

Suhl was a major supplier of military guns in World War | and 1l while suffering the consequences
of these wars. The years in the second half of the 19" century and the early years of the 20™ century up to
World War | are considered the golden years of hunting gun
production in Suhl. These are the years when all the famous
gun makers like Sauer, Sim- son, Krieghoff and importers like
Charles Daly and Abercrom- bie & Fitch, Stoeger and Griffin
& Howe built their reputa- tions and exported or imported
many German guns.

If you studied popula-
beginning of World War I,
whole work force worked on
smaller factories or the many
back of practically every
Simson, Sauer and Krieghoff
in their factories, but the
a network of specialists. Ap-
ried guns and parts in a ruck-
From this practice came the
Blchsenmacher” (backpack

American troops oc- cupied Suhl in April of 1945, but
turned all of Thuringia over to Russian occupation in July of the
same year. Shortly thereafter, the Russian occupiers ordered all
modern machinery packed up and shipped by train to Russia as war reparations. At first all gun making was
banned and only gradually allowed in the ensuing years. The Communist government took over all major
companies and allowed only the smallest shops to exist as part of a cooperative (Biihag).

After German re-unification in 1998, the industry in the eastern part of Germany collapsed. Busi-
nesses were sold to the highest bidder and even to this day the unemployment rate is very high. Only one
major factory, the Merkel factory, survived, as did a limited number of small gun makers and engravers.

Production records of the pre-war gun makers are mostly lost and even their history must be pieced
together from information in the hands of families, publications, gun users and collectors. But the remain-
ing gun makers, now not locked away behind the iron curtain and able to see what their competition in the
free world is doing, are rapidly catching up in quality and ingenuity while preserving their gun making tra-
dition.

A visitor to Suhl must visit the completely refurbished gun museum in a very attractive old building
and see how gun making in Suhl developed and how the early gun makers worked. A group of visitors
might be able to pre-arrange a factory tour at the Merkel factory. The old Schilling drop forge is also impor-
tant, but the owner must be called ahead of time to open the doors. Other than that, the visitor can walk
through the old town and find historic markers on some of the buildings of the former gun makers.

Don’t expect to see all the guns that you collect or wished you had on display. Besides the ones you
can see in the museum, some of them are stored in a warehouse and shown in special exhibits that come and
go. A guided tour of the museum can be arranged, and the GGCA Journal #36 can give you a good idea
what to expect.

tion registers of Suhl up to the
you would find that 75% of the
guns, either in the bigger or
home work shops attached to the
house. The bigger factories like
were able to do most of the work
smaller makers took advantage of
prentices of the gun makers car-
sack from one shop to the other.
name “Rucksack-
gunsmith).
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Suhl in 1948
Oil painting by Bruchholz,

a local artist

The Simson villa
above the center of Suhl
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SIMSON - BSW - GUSTLOFF WERKE - THAELMANN WERKE
One company, four names and three owners.

The Simson Family was in the manufacturing business in and near Suhl-Germany since 1857 and grew
into one of the major manufacturers of guns, motorcycles, bicycles and the Simson Supra automobile. They
were producers of military guns as well as a complete line of high quality hunting and sporting guns. Since
1884 the company was called Simson & Co. and was re-named Berlin-Suhler Waffen- und Fahrzeug-
werke (BSW) in the 1934.

After World War | (1914-1918) in the Treaty of Verailles it was specified that only one German arms
maker would be allowed to produce guns for the small remaining army and for the police. When no other
German gunmakers was willing to do this, the Simson family reluctantly applied, was chosen and helped
Suhl and its workers through the tough depression years.

When Hitler came to power in 1933, the Jewish Simson family was one of the first to feel the heavy hand of
the Nazis. Three family members were thrown into prison on trumped up charges of profiteering and only
released when they turned over all their factories to the Nazis. Some members of the Simson family were
able to go to Switzerland and the United States.

The Nazis made renamed their factory GUSTLOFF WERKE , that became part of the Gustloff Stiftung
in 1939. This conglamorate consisted of the Fritz Saukel Works in Weimar, the gun factories in Suhl, the
Hirtenberg Ammunition Factory, the Muselwitz Engineering Co. and Thuringia House in Berlin.

In 1943 an additional factory was built at the Concentration Camp Buchenwald

At the end of World War 11 Suhl was first occupied by American troops on April 4™. 1945 but soon traded
off to the Russians in exchange for an Allied presence in Berlin.The Russians confiscated the factory, de-
stroyed some of it and turned the rest over to the east German government (DDR) when it was formed.

The Simson factory was combined with all other gun factories in Suhl and now called ERNST THAEL-
MANN WERKE. (Ernst Thaelmann was a martyr of the German communist party) Some of the guns were
marked with the Simson name.

This ended with the re-unification of Germany and only motorcycles and motor scooters were made with
the Simson name for several more years.
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Excerpt from the Treaty of Versailles

The attacks by the Nazis and other German gun makers were defended with the statement that the
Simson Company asked to be the exclusive maker of guns for the remaining German military and po-
lice. This has been proven to be a fabrication. Other major gun companies like Mauser and Walther
chose not to apply for becoming the one permitted gun maker. It is also known that the Simson family
applied with great reluctance, but decided that this would bring work to Suhl and benefit the workers
of Suhl.

CHAPTER 11
ARMAMENT, MUNITIONS AND MATERIAL
Article 164

Up till the time at which Germany is admitted as a member of the League of Nations the German
Army must not possess an armament greater than the amounts fixed in Table No. Il annexed to this
Section, with the exception of an optional increase not exceeding one-twenty fifth part for small arms
and one-fiftieth part for guns, which shall be exclusively used to provide for such eventual replace-
ments as may be necessary.

Germany agrees that after she has become a member of the League of Nations the armaments fixed
in the said Table shall remain in force until they are modified by the Council of the League. Further-
more she hereby agrees strictly to observe the decisions of the Council of the League on this subject.

Article 166

At the date of March 31, 1920, the stock of munitions which the German Army may have at its dis-
posal shall not exceed the amounts fixed in Table No. 11l annexed to this Section.

Within the same period the German Government will store these stocks at points to be notified to the
Governments of the Principal Allied and Associated Powers. The German Government is forbidden to
establish any other stocks, depots or reserves of munitions.

Article 168

The manufacture of arms, munitions, or any war material, shall only be carried out in factories or
works the location of which shall be communicated to and approved by the Governments of the Princi-
pal Allied and Associated Powers, and the number of which they retain the right to restrict.

Within three months from the coming into force of the present Treaty, all other establishments for the
manufacture, preparation, storage or design of arms, munitions, or any war material whatever shall
be closed down. The same applies to all arsenals except those used as depots for the authorised
stocks of munitions. Within the same period the personnel of these arsenals will be dismissed.

Article 170
Importation into Germany of arms, munitions and war material of every kind shall be strictly prohib-
ited.

The same applies to the manufacture for, and export to, foreign countries of arms, munitions and war
material of every kind.
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The shops of
Simson + Luck
in 1856

The first Simson L e —
shops in Suhl-Heinrichs |

The Simson Factory
in the 1930’s
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The other Simson Products

There is no doubt that Simson was best known all over
the world for the guns they made, both military and sport-
ing guns. Gunmaking came to Suhl because iron ore was
found in the mountains and water power and wood was
available to smelt the iron and water power could be used
to drive the hammer works that turned the iron into steel.

. This in turn attracted gunmkers to settle in Suhl. As iron
- ore was found in other parts of the country that were more
- accessible, the mining of iron ore and the need for ham-
. mer works came to an end. The Simsons took adventage
- of this and bought several such hammer works very rea-

sonably, one in the location where their factory emerged
and became the biggest one far and wide.

Motor-Fahrrad
Modell 100

Fiibrerfcheinfrei
Steuerfrei

BERLIN-SUHLER WAFFEN-
UND FKHRZEUGWERKE

Bcrlin Wall‘mrtam Suhl -dear

They used these facilities to produce products for the mili-
tary, and also opened the Simson & Luck hunting gun
shop. Being good businessmen, the Simsons realized that
gunmaking had its up and downs, prospering when mili-
tary guns were in demand but facing very hard times
when wars ended. Hunting and sporting guns could not
fill the gap alone, and bicycles, motorcycles, baby car-
riages and automobiles were produced by the Simson fac-
tory.



caSIMSON&C2

SUHL

Serious gun collectors know of the Simson made military guns used in World War | and I,
among them the Mauser rifles and Luger pistols. Information about these as well as the machine
guns and anti-aircraft guns made by Simson is available from other sources.

Like quite a few gun makers all over the world, the Simsons also were part of the automobile
development. The first Simson car came out in 1909 and was a 12ps two cylinder passenger car
with two seats, followed by delivery wagons, small trucks, and ambulances that were used in
World War 1. The Simson Supra shown below was their latest model with a 90ps motor that won
quite a few road races at the time. When the last car was assembled in 1932, Simson had pro-
duced only about 2500 cars.
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